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Proclaiming the Miraculous:

The Other “She’Asah Nissim”
Yael Jaffe - yaelsjaffe@gmail.com

1. Origins of the Bracha

Mishnah Brachot 9:1
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One who sees a place where miracles were done for Israel
says, “Blessed...who performed miracles for our ancestors in
this place...”
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Talmud Bavli Brachot 54a
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From where do we know this? Rabbi Yohanan said: The
verse states: “And Yitro said, Blessed be Hashem, who saved
[you from the hand of Egypt...] (Ex. 18:10).

For a miracle of many people we bless, but for a miracle of
an individual we do not bless?! But wasn’t there once a man
walking along the right side [of the river] when a lion
attacked him, and a miracle was performed for him and he
was rescued, and he came before Rava and Rava said to him:
Every time that you arrive there, bless, “Blessed...who
performed a miracle for me in this place.”

And Mar bar Ravina was once walking in a valley of willows
and was thirsty for water. A miracle was performed for him
and a spring of water was created for him, and he drank. And
also, one time, he was walking in the marketplace of Mahoza
and a wild camel attacked him. The wall cracked open, and
he went inside it. When he came to the willows he blessed:
“Blessed ...who performed a miracle for me in the willows
and with the camel.” When he came to the marketplace of
Mahoza, he blessed, “Blessed...who performed a miracle for
me with the camel and in the willows!”
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Let’s say: for a miracle of many people, everyone is
obligated to bless; for a miracle of an individual, [only] they
are obligated to bless.

The Rabbis taught: One who sees the crossings of the [Red]
Sea; and the crossings of the Jordan; and the crossings of
the streams of Arnon; the hailstones of Elgavish on the
descent of Beit Horon; the rock that Og, King of Bashan,
sought to hurl upon Israel; and the rock upon which Moses
sat when Joshua waged war against Amalek; and Lot’s wife;
and the wall of Jericho that was swallowed up in its place.
On all of these miracles one must give thanks and offer
praise before God.
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2. Whose Miracles Count?

A. Individual and Collective

Rabbeinu Yona - Brachot 43a (R. Yona Gerondi, 13th C.)
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"For a miracle of many people...” - That is to say, when it is
done for all of Israel or the majority of them...And any
miracle which was not done for all of Israel or the majority of
them is considered [a miracle] of an individual
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Abudraham - Blessings of Sight, Praise, and Gratitude (R.
David Abudraham, 14th C.)
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One who saw the den of lions from which Daniel was saved,
or the fiery furnace from which Chananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah were saved, should bless: “Blessed are you
Hashem...who performed a miracle for the righteous in this
place.” This was difficult for me, because we say in the
Gemara that, for a miracle of an individual, the collective
need not bless, as we said above. And this is definitely a
miracle of an individual!

I then found in the Chidushei Ravash a resolution to this
challenge, and here is his language: This is not difficult,
because it is similar to a miracle of many people, because it
involved a sanctification of God’s name, as [the king] said to
[Daniel], “Your God, whom you serve so regularly, will deliver
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you,” and God saved him from the lions. There is no greater
sanctification of God’s name than this! And so too with the
fiery furnace, and for every miracle which involved a
sanctification of God’s name, even for an individual, we
bless.

M DYNINM "1 X1 T2

MM NTY DY TP PR.DIMINN
12 W D) DI DV ,WNN W01 1N
, TN DD aNY , DU NTD
.1"21an

B. Inherited Experience

Rif - Brachot 43a (R. Isaac Alfasi, 11th C.)
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For a miracle of many people, everyone is obligated to
bless; for a miracle of an individual, [only] they and their
child and their grandchild are obligated to bless.
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Rashba - Brachot 54a (R. Shlomo ibn Aderet, 13th C.)
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Miracles that were done for Israel, everyone must bless
for them. But a miracle done for an individual, only they
and their child and grandchild must bless. And it stands
to reason that this is not specific to their child and
grandchild and no others, but rather all of their
descendents, with no limit, since they are all like
participants in that miracle.
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Ramban - Torat HaAdam, Inyan HaRefuah
(Nachmanides, 12-13th C.)
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In the Yerushalmi they ask: “Should a person bless for
the miracles of their father and the miracles of their
teacher?” And because in our Talmud [i.e. the Bavli] it
resolves that one should bless along with their children
and grandchildren - so too a student should bless!
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3. What Defines a “Miracle”?

Abudraham - Blessings of Sight, Praise, and Gratitude
(R. David Abudraham, 14th C.)
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Rabbi Asher of Lunel wrote: When we bless on a miracle,
whether of a many people or of an individual, it is
specifically for a miracle that deviates from the course of
nature or from the path of outcomes/causality, such as
the crossing-points of the Red Sea and the Jordan, and the
like. And like [that which happened to] Mar bar Ravina,
when a miracle was performed for him and a spring of water
was created for him in the valley of willows. But a miracle
that is [just] the course of nature and its outcomes, like if
thieves came in the night and one came under threat and
was saved, and the like - for that, one need not bless,
“Who did a miracle for me in this place.”

And if you were to say: But Purim was a miracle in the
course of nature, and still we bless, “Who has done
miracles,” | can say that there too the event deviated from
the course of nature, because of two things: First, that the
king’s decree was nullified, which was the opposite of the
law of Persia and Medea. And second, that the king killed
nearly 80,000 of his own people due to his love for a single
woman. And this is not the course of nature!

And for Hanukkah, it is not because of the act of Judith that
we bless “Who has done miracles,” but rather because of the
jar of oil sealed with the seal of the High Priest...
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Shulchan Aruch, YD 218:8 (R. Yosef Karo, 15-16th C.)
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There are those who say that one only blesses for a miracle
that deviates from the course of nature, but a miracle that is
[just] the course of nature and its outcomes, like if thieves
came in the night and one came under threat and was
saved, and the like, then one need not bless. And there is
someone who disagrees. And it is good to bless without
God’s name and kingship.
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Nishmat Adam 1:65 (R. Avraham Danzig, 18-19th C.)
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And [the Abudraham’s position] requires investigation. Since
we say at the start of HaRoeh (Chapter 9 of Brachot): A man
was on his way, and a lion fell upon him, and a miracle
occurred for him and he was saved, and Rava said to him,
“When you return there, say ‘Blessed...who performed a
miracle for me, etc.” And there, it is not mentioned at all that
his rescue was miraculous like Ravina’s, but simply that he
was saved! And still Rava said that he should bless!...

[Rather,] in a case of mortal danger, where there is just a step
between the person and death - such as if a wall collapsed
directly on them, and they were stuck underneath it, such
that it is a great miracle that they are not killed...the
salvation from death is by way of miracle and divine
intervention, and certainly everyone agrees that they
should bless.

Therefore | instructed my daughter, who had a wall collapse
upon her...that when she visits that place, she should bless,
“Who did a miracle for me,” with God’s name and kingship.
And so too all of her descendants, her sons and her
daughters, should bless, “Who did a miracle for our mother in
this place,” and her grandchildren should bless, “Who did a
miracle to my ancestors,” or “our ancestors” if there are
several of them.

And for the rest of my family, even though they were all in
danger, as they too were in close proximity to the falling wall,
and all of them were slightly injured, since they were not in
mortal danger, they should not say a blessing. And blessed is
Hashem who has saved us.
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